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What is the relationship betweenWhat is the relationship between 
STAR test scores and schoolSTAR test scores and school 

libraries?
Scantron test: Casey Serin, available http://www.flickr.com/photos/sercasey/324341982/



CA Dept of EdCA Dept. of Ed. 
School Library Survey 

P (f & d d l h) P t i it t d t

When accounting for these influences:

•Poverty (free & reduced lunch)
•Parent education
•English language learners

•Percent minority students
•Average teacher salary
•Percent of teachers fully•English language learners •Percent of teachers fully         
.credentialed



STAR test scores 
d itend to rise 

when teacherwhen teacher 
librarians fulfill 
INSTRUCTIONAL 
rolesroles



When...

Teacher librarians provide informationinformationTeacher librarians provide information information 
literacy instructionliteracy instruction that is integrated 

into content‐area curriculum



Wh t Thi L k LikWhat This Looks Like

Electronic Note‐
taking



When...

Teacher librarians informally instruct informally instruct 
t d t i th fstudents in the use of resources



Wh t Thi L k LikWhat This Looks Like

Resources=  Course content, online databases, 
web search tools, library catalog, reference 

materials, technology tools, etc.



When...

Teacher librarians collaborate with 
l t h t d l ld l lclassroom teachers to develop, plan, develop, plan, 
implement, and evaluate student implement, and evaluate student 

learning (MS and HS).learning (MS and HS).



Wh t Thi L k LikWhat This Looks Like



Wh t Thi L k LikWhat This Looks Like

+ =
Classroom Teacher:
Content Expertise

Teacher Librarian:
Resource Expertise

+ =
Content Expertise
Knowledge of Individual 
Students, Special Needs, etc.
T hi E i

Resource Expertise
Technology Expertise
Literacy Expertise
I t ti l D i E iTeaching Experience Instructional Design Experience
Teaching Experience



When...

Teacher librarians provide instruction instruction 
I t t hi d hI t t hi d hon Internet searching and researchon Internet searching and research



Wh t Thi L k LikWhat This Looks Like



When...

Teacher librarians provide reference reference 
i t t t d t d t hi t t t d t d t hassistance to students and teachersassistance to students and teachers



What This Looks Like

When...

Teacher librarians provide reference reference 
i t t t d t d t hi t t t d t d t hassistance to students and teachersassistance to students and teachers



When...

Teacher librarians provide reading, reading, 
li t i d i i id fli t i d i i id flistening and viewing guidance for listening and viewing guidance for 

studentsstudents



What This Looks Like



How is Staffing Related to Services?



S Wh t? H ’ th T dSo What? Here’s the Trend:

Total Library Staffing Total Services Library Staff 
Provides



S Wh t? H ’ th T dSo What? Here’s the Trend:

Total Services 
Library Staff Provides

STAR test scores
y



T R i th Bi Pi t T dTo Review the Big Picture Trends:

Total Library Staffing
Total Services 
Library Staff Provides

STAR test scores
Total Library Staffing

y



H M h Diff D S h lHow Much Difference Does a School 
Library Make?y

•High school level (where staffing is 
t t)strongest)

•ELA and U.S. History STAR test scores
•Variance in scores explained by 
school library programs:school library programs:

19‐21%19‐21%



H M h Diff D S h lHow Much Difference Does a School 
Library Make?y

U.S. History Test: The school library 
program is a better predictor ofprogram is a better predictor of 
achievement than:

• poverty
• parent educationparent education
• ethnicity
2nd L L• 2nd Language Learners



H D CA Lib St ffi CHow Does CA Library Staffing Compare 
to Other States? 5965
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Advocacy Lessons: Washington Moms





For More Info on CA School LibraryFor More Info on CA School Library 
Research, visit

caschoollibraries.pbworks.com



Q ti t A k Ab tQuestions to Ask About 
Your School Library:y

•Do we have a full‐time certificated teacher 
librarian in our library (as opposed to a y ( pp
“librarian,” who could be anyone from a 
classified employee with no training to a p y g
parent volunteer)?



Q ti t A k Ab tQuestions to Ask About 
Your School Library:y

•In addition to a full‐time teacher librarian, do 
h f ll ti l i l t ff ll?we have full‐time clerical staff as well?

•Are you aware of the research showing that•Are you aware of the research showing that 
increases in library staffing are related to increases in 
STAR test scores?STAR test scores?



Q ti t A k Ab tQuestions to Ask About 
Your School Library:y

•How often does the principal meet with the 
t h lib i t di th l i iteacher librarian to discuss the goals, vision, 
plan, and activities of the library program? 

•Do the students at our school have equitable 
t th lib d it ?access to the library and its resources?



Q ti t A k Ab tQuestions to Ask About 
Your School Library:y

•Is there an expectation among teachers and 
t ff th t ll t d t ill h i f lstaff that all students will have meaningful 
interaction with technology and information 

th t ill i t d t hi tresources that will raise student achievement 
and prepare students for the world beyond 
hi h h l?high school?



Q ti t A k Ab tQuestions to Ask About 
Your School Library:y

•Is the library program’s budget adequate? 
D it t f th d t hDoes it account for the need to purchase new 
print and online resources on an ongoing 
b i ? I th b d t d l t kbasis? Is there a budget and a plan to keep 
technology software and hardware up to 
d t ?date?



Q ti t A k Ab tQuestions to Ask About 
Your School Library:y

•What are the library’s hours? 

•Is the library open enough to provide 
access for students who do not have 
technology access at home?technology access at home?



Q ti t A k Y ChildQuestions to Ask Your Child 
about the Library:y

•Tell me about a big idea you’re exploring in the library 
related to (class or subject)related to _____________(class or subject).
•What have you learned about how to tell if an 
information source is reliable?information source is reliable?
•I know you’re gathering information about 
______________. Talk to me about what you’ve learned 
about how to organize that information. Are you using 
any technology to help you do this?


